
 

Portola Valley School District 

 

Roberta Zarea, Superintendent 

March 12, 2020 

Dear PVSD Community: 

This communication will address:  

• Updated statement from the County Health Officer (dated 3/10) 

• Early Release for Students on Friday, March 13 

• Clarification/Modification on suspended activities 

• Modified/temporary attendance policy 

• Possibility of school closure 

Updated SMCH Statement:  The San Mateo County Health Officer provided an updated 
statement to the San Mateo County community on Tuesday. I recommend that you read it 
if you haven’t yet. 

Early Dismissal of students tomorrow, Friday March 13 

The district leadership team has decided to have early release of our students, tomorrow, 
Friday March 13 to work with our staff to prepare for a potential school closure and 
subsequent distance learning. I want to emphasize that this early dismissal is not due to 
any cases of COVID-19, but rather time for teachers to prepare instruction for the likely 
event of school closures. 

Early Release schedule for Friday March 13: 
12:05 Ormondale 
12:15 Corte Madera 

Clarification/Modification on Suspended (postponed) Activities 

Additionally, I would like to clarify and modify Monday’s communication regarding “non-
essential” activities on PVSD campuses. Most afterschool activities in PVSD classrooms, 
libraries and MURs are being suspended through the end of spring break. 

In addition to the list provided in the March 9 Memo, suspended activities include: 

• Boy Scout and Girl Scout meetings 

• Chess Kings at Ormondale 

• Alpine Strikers at Ormondale 

• Musical rehearsals at both schools and musical performance at CMS 

• Private sports groups using indoor facilities 

• 4th Grade Gold Rush field trip 

• CMS after school library drop-in 
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Continuing activities include: 

• PVSD Board of Trustees meetings 

• District Advisory Committee meetings 

• New Horizons Child care 

County & state protocol:  

Over the last 24 hours, many private schools within the area have decided to close. This has led 
some to believe that public schools should follow suit. As a public school district, we are bound to 
follow the recommendations of County Health in regard to the COVID-19 response. There are 
state guidelines that must be followed in regard to public education so we will continue to follow 
the County's pandemic response protocol.   
 

Choosing to stay home (modified/temporary attendance policy):  

Normally, a concern about possibly getting sick is not an excused absence, but we are 
invoking our administrative discretion under California Education Code 
48205.a.11 and 48260.c.  With regard to keeping up with schoolwork and learning, we will 
ask teachers to treat these absences as they would other illness-related absences.  Note 
that this is not independent study or home instruction. Teachers will likely share 
assignments and updates that are easy to share, but they will not be generating special 
communications, work packets, or online instruction at this time.  As when sick, students 
can fully catch up on what they miss when they return to school.  

As for our decision to keep school open for everyone else, it is informed by our regular 
communication with County Health, who are our local health experts.  It's also in line with 
all other public schools in the county. Discussions are ongoing. We'll continue to review, 
monitor, and reassess. 

Daily cleaning:  

The cleaning of classrooms each day is vital to stopping the spread of any type of illness. PVSD 
is actively cleaning every classroom each day during the school day and after students are 
dismissed, including the following: 

• Disinfecting agent in every classroom. All desks and countertops are wiped down 
daily. 

• Hand sanitizers located in every room on campus (all students must wash or 
sanitize hands before entering the classroom and before exiting before recess and 
lunch).  

• Disinfectant used daily on classroom sinks, handles, floors, doorknobs, and every 
common surface. 

Reminders:  

Personal hygiene is of vital importance. In addition, social distancing is something for everyone to 
put into place. Please remind your children about physical boundaries to help combat the spread 
of any type of illness. Below are some reminders.   
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• Cover your cough and sneeze. 

• Wash your hands frequently. 

• Avoid shaking hands and touching your face with unwashed hands.  

• If you are not feeling well or are experiencing cold, flu, or other symptoms, contact 
your primary care provider and stay home from school or work. 

• Like washing your hands, wearing a surgical mask may help a bit but you need to 
know that surgical masks don't offer much protection when they are worn by people 
who are well. They are most helpful when worn by those who are already sick so 
that they are less likely to transmit the disease to others. Surgical masks are 
already in short supply and should be prioritized for use in health care settings. 

• You should use a barrier, such as a paper towel or tissue, to touch commonly 
touched surfaces, such as bathroom door handles or elevator buttons. 

Possibility of School Closure:  

In closing, it is very likely that a school closure with continued learning will occur in the near 
future. Toward that end, yesterday our teachers began developing plans for distance learning. 
They will continue preparing for distance learning on Monday during their professional 
development day. They are well underway in preparations for implementing distance learning. In 
the meantime, should you choose to keep your child home we will respect that choice and as 
stated earlier in this letter the absence will be excused. We will continue to speak directly with the 
County Office of Education and County Health to monitor any status changes in real time and will 
communicate with you as soon as possible. 

Your feedback and questions are welcome as always. 

Best Regards, 
Roberta Zarea 
Superintendent 
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